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The Associations of the Austrian Mining and 
Steel Industry, the Building Materials and 
Ceramic Industries and the Austrian Petro-
leum Industry as well as the Federal Guild for 
Construction Services (Bauhilfsgewerbe) and 
their partners host the

congress 
raw materials 
are the future 
LeoBener BergMannStag 2012, the sup-
ply of mineral raw materials to a modern 
society in the face of technology, growth and 
sustainability,

under the patronage of 
the Federal President of Austria, 
Dr. Heinz Fischer (tbc) 

from 17 to 22 September 2012 in Leoben, 
Austria 
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The congress ‘Rohstoffe sind Zukunft’ 
(raw materials are the future) is an 
event initiated by associations related 
to the Austrian mineral raw materials 
economy. 

The Austrian mineral raw materi-
als economy extends from the 
extraction of raw materials from 
the earth’s crust to understanding 
modern society’s needs while at the 
same time ensuring the responsible 
handling of limited resources. 

Consequently the congress has ‘raw 
materials are the future’ as its guid-
ing theme and highlights perspec-
tives of modern extraction, condi-
tioning and processing of mineral 
raw materials, crude oil and natural 
gas as well as metals in the face of 
technology, growth and sustainabil-
ity of a modern society.  

Businesses in the Austrian mineral 
raw materials economy:

•	� employ around 34,000 staff  
members

•	� in over 1,300 commercial estab-
lishments

•	 produce, amongst others
	 › �approx. 90 mill tons of solid  

mineral raw materials (construc-
tion materials, ores, and indus-
trial minerals)

	 › �approx. 5.7 mill tons of steel
	 › �approx. 285,000 tons of  

aluminium
	 › �approx. 100,000 tons of copper
•	� extract close to 1 mill tons of 

crude oil, incl. Natural Gas Liquid 
(NGL) and over 1.5 bn m³ natural 
gas annually

•	� and employ over 1,700 trainees.

Minerals for our future!

Products made to order, new ma-
terials for the automotive sector, 
airline industry, medical science, 
electronics, ceramics and building 
materials, new traffic links as well 
as elements for perfect materials 
and clever high-tech products shape 
our everyday life and determine our 
society’s future. 

In order to do this, the mineral raw 
materials economy is interlinked in a 
network covering science, research 
and development and industrial 
production. Thus, the mineral raw 
materials economy and affiliated en-
terprises ensure innovation, growth, 
employment and future.  

With its share of 38 % of the GDP, the 
Austrian industry forms an indispen-
sable driving force for Austrian soci-
ety. The event in Leoben will provide 
an overview of current developments 
and a perspective of tomorrow’s 
mineral raw materials world. 

Raw materials 
are the future
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The congress ‘raw materials are the future’ 
has two main goals: public relations and com-
munications to sharpen awareness in society as 
a whole and generate a scientific, political and 
economic dialogue at the mineral raw materials 
congress. 

PR and Communications 

The aim of the congress’ public rela-
tions work is to show the economic 
significance of the mineral raw ma-
terials economy as an essential and 
modern economic sector. The min-
eral raw materials economy stands 
at the beginning of the value creation 
chain and therefore forms the basis 
for numerous, indispensable prod-
ucts that we cannot imagine doing 
without in our daily lives. A profes-
sional communications plan will 
support this goal.

Mineral raw materials 
specialist congress 

The theme of the international con-
gress is ‘extracting solid, liquid and 
gaseous raw materials’ including 
their preparation and processing, as 
well as tunnel and cavity building in 
the face of innovation, science, tech-
nology, production, sustainability, 
politics and society. 

Topics, lectures and debates centre 
on national and international min-
eral raw materials production and 
the European raw materials policy 
as well as resource efficiency and 
recycling. 

Keynote speakers and expert lectur-
ers will be high-ranking representa-
tives of the European Union, federal 
and provincial administration and 
from the Middle-European universi-
ties of mining as well as executives 
of the mineral raw materials econo-
my and opinion leaders.  

Key 
objectives

raw materials
are the future
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Around 1,000 participants are expected at the 
congress and a further 2,000 guests to attend 
the supporting programmes. 

An event programme with a 
tradition for our future. 

The ‘Leobener Bergmannstag’ 
(miners’ day, Leoben) is based on 
a longstanding tradition and takes 
place every 25 years only. After the 
first general assembly of miners 
and ironworkers in Vienna in 1858, 
the congress will be held for the 12th 
time in 2012. With international at-
tendance, the congress will take a 
time-critical look from the present 
into the future of Europe’s and Aus-
tria’s sustainable mineral raw mate-
rials supply. 

The leitmotif of the 2012 congress 
is ‘raw materials are the future’. 
Mining forms the historical basis of 
industrial development. Especially 
the use of modern products (such as 
mobile phones, low-energy housing, 
solar technology and many others) 
shows the significance of mineral 
raw materials today. Without min-
eral raw materials, our cutting-edge 
technologies would be inconceiv-
able. The sustainable supply of raw 
materials is essential to ensure our 
prosperity and to enable the future 
implementation of visionary innova-
tions by utilising local and global 
resources. 

The congress was initiated by the Aus-
trian Mining Association, the Austrian 
Federal Economic Chamber’s Associa-
tions of the Austrian Mining and Steel 
Industry, the Building Materials and 
Ceramic Industries and the Austrian 
Petroleum Industry as well as the Fed-
eral Guild of Construction Services 
(Bauhilfsgewerbe) in collaboration with 
the Minerals Forum Austria, the Feder-
al Ministry of Economy, Family & Youth 
(department for energy & mining), the 
University of Leoben and the Federation 
of Austrian Industries. 

The European Union, the Austrian Fed-
eral Government, the Province of Styria 
and the Municipality of Leoben are sup-
porters of the congress.  

Over and above that numerous interna-
tional economic, scientific and admin-
istrative organisations and associations 
as well as associations with varied 
points of reference to the mineral raw 
materials economy, have announced 
their participation in the congress. 

raw materials  
are the future
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The congress ‘raw materials are the 
future’ is palced under the patronage 
of the Federal President Dr. Heinz  
Fischer (tbc).

The following personalities 
and institutions are asked to 
provide their support in the 
honorary senate: 

EU Vice-president and Commissioner 
for Enterprise and Industry 
Dr. Antonio Tajani 

EU Commissioner for Energy
Günther Oettinger

EU Commissioner for Regional Policy
Dr. Johannes Hahn 

Federal Chancellor
Werner Faymann 

Vice-chancellor and Federal  
Minister of Finance 
DI Josef Pröll 

Federal Minister of Economy, Family 
and Youth 
Dr. Reinhold Mitterlehner 

Federal Minister of Labour, Social 
Affairs and Consumer Protection 
Rudolf Hundstorfer 

Federal Minister for European and 
International Affairs 
Dr. Michael Spindelegger 

Patronage

Honorary Senate

rohstoffe
sind
zukunft
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Federal Minister of Agriculture, 
Forestry, Environment and Water 
Management
DI Nikolaus Berlakovich 

Federal Minister of Science and  
Research 
Mag. Dr. Beatrix Karl

Governor of Styria 
Mag. Franz Voves

Vice-Governor of Styria 
Hermann Schützenhöfer

Member of the provincial govern-
ment for Economy, European and 
Cultural Affairs
Dr. Christian Buchmann

Member of the provincial govern-
ment for Science and Research
Mag. Kristina Edlinger-Ploder

Mayor of the City of Leoben 
Dr. Matthias Konrad 
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THE FOLLOWING PERSONALITIES 
AND INSTITUTIONS are asked to 
provide their support in the 
Honorary Committee:

President of the Austrian Federal 
Economic Chamber 
Dr. Christoph Leitl 

President of the Federation of  
Austrian Industries 
Dr. Veit Sorger 

President of the Austrian Federation 
of Trade Unions 
Erich Foglar 

President of the Chamber of Labour 
Mag. Herbert Tumpel 

Head of the Department Energy & 
Mining in the Federal Ministry of 
Economy, Family and Youth 
SC Mag. DI Dr. Alfred Maier 

Head of the Department of Labour 
Law and Central Labour Inspection 
in the Federal Ministry of Labour, So-
cial Affairs and Consumer Protection 
SC Prof. Dr. Eva-Elisabeth Szymanski

Vice Chancellor of the University of 
Leoben 
Univ.-Prof. Dr. Wolfhard Wegscheider 

Chair of the Association of the  
Austrian Mining and Steel Industry 
DI Franz Friesenbichler 

Chair of the Austrian Association 
for Building Materials and Ceramic 
Industries 
Dr. Manfred Asamer 

Chair of the Austrian Petroleum  
Industry Association 
Dr. Gerhard Roiss 

Chair of the Federal Guild of Con-
struction Services (Bauhilfsgewerbe) 
Ing. Irene Wedl-Kogler

President of the Economic Chamber 
of Styria 
Ing. Mag. Ulfried Hainzl 

President of the Federation of  
Austrian Industries Styria 
Mag. Jochen Pildner-Steinburg 

General Manager of the WWF Austria 
DI Dr. Hildegard Aichberger

District Commissioner of the District 
Commission Leoben 
Hofrat Dr. Walter Kreutzwiesner 

Chair of the Minerals Forum Austria
Komm.-Rat Gerold Neuper 

Spokesman for the Austrian Raw 
Materials Platform 
DI Franz Friesenbichler 

General Manager EUROMINES –  
European association of Mining  
Industries 
Dr. Corina Hebestreit

President EUROFER – European 
Confederation of Iron and Steel  
Industries 
Dr. Wolfgang Eder 

General Manger IMA – Industrial  
Minerals Association 
Dr. Michelle Wyart-Remy 

President UEPG – European  
Aggregates Association 
Jim O’Brien 

President EUROPIA – European  
Petroleum Industry Association 
Josef Waltl 

General Manager OGP – Internation-
al Association of Oil & Gas Producers 
Michael Engell-Jensen 

President CERAME-UNIE – European 
Ceramics Industries 
Luitwin Gisbert von Boch 

Secretary General EUROMETAUX – 
European Association of Metals 
Guy Thiran 

The honorary senate and the honor-
ary committee promote and support 
the congress.

Honorary Committee

rohstoffe
sind

zukunft
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THE congress ‘raw materials are the  
future’ is structured as follows:

Specialist Congress  
at the Leobener  
Bergmannstag 2012 

We 19.09.2012 
Morning:  
Festive assembly and opening ceremony  
by Federal President Dr. Heinz Fischer. 

Afternoon:   
Opening of the plenary meeting followed by a 
high-level panel discussion and talks by the key-
note speakers. 

Evening:   
Social opening event by invitation of the Minister  
of Economy, Family and Youth. 

Th 20. and Fr 21.09.2012 
Specialist talks in six sections: global chal-
lenges, environment & climate, sustainability 
and raw materials policy / geology / open-cast 
mining, underground mining and tunnel construc-
tion / mineral processing, building materials and 
ceramics / metallurgy / petroleum engineering, 
deep drilling technology, petroleum industry 

Subject to changes! 

The Event Programme

17 – 22 September 2012
Leoben, Austria 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEET-
INGS, GENERAL MEETINGS 
AND CONFERENCES by 
partner organisations

Mo 17. and  
Tu 18.09.2012
Arrival of conference participants 
and guests, meetings and confer-
ences of partner organisations i. e. 
IVSS, IMA, EUROMINES, Head of the 
European boards of mines, UEPG, 
CEMBUREAU and others. 

Public 
Events 

Th 18. to 
Fr 21.09.2012
Social programme, press relations, 
exhibition and excursions

Sa 22.09.2012 
Closing ceremony with montane 
parade to celebrate the 17th Austrian 
Knappen- u. Hüttentag (miners’ and 
mining works’ day).

Su 23.09.2012
TV-press hour on the topic ‘Can 
Europe relinquish its raw materials 
production?’  

Subject to changes!

Mo 
17.09.

Tu 
18.09.

We 
19.09.

Th 
20.09.

Fr 
21.09.

Sa 
22.09.

SU 
23.09.
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President of the congress  
‘raw materials are the future’ 

The president of the congress is nominated by the 
steering committee based on his/her special mer-
its and support of the event programme. 

Steering Committee 

Association of the Austrian Mining and Steel  
Industry, Austrian Federal Economic Chamber 

Association of Building Materials and Ceramic  
Industries, Austrian Federal Economic Chamber

Austrian Petroleum Industry Association, Austrian 
Federal Economic Chamber

Federal Guild of Construction Services (Bauhilfs-
gewerbe), Austrian Federal Economic Chamber

Minerals Forum Austria

Department for Energy & Mining of the Federal 
Ministry of Economy, Family and Youth 

University of Leoben

Austrian Mining Association

The organisation

17 – 22 September 2012
Leoben, Austria 
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The following institutions were entrusted with the 
organisation: 

Managing Director of the Association of the  
Austrian Mining and Steel Industry
DI Roman Stiftner
Tel:  +43 (0)5 90 900 3310
E-mail: office@bergbaustahl.at

Managing Director of the Association of  
Building Materials and Ceramic Industries
Dr. Carl Hennrich
Tel: +43 (0)5 90 900 3531
E-mail: steine@wko.at

General Manager of the Austrian  
Mining Association 
AssProf. DI Dr. Gerhard Mayer
Tel:  +43 (0)3842 45 27 90
E-mail: bvoe@unileoben.ac.at 

Federal Ministry of Economy, Family and Youth, 
IV/10, Federal Mining Authority South
MR DI. Mag. iur. Alfred B. Zechling
Tel.: +43 (0)1 711 00 8751, 
E-Mail: alfred.zechling@bmwfj.gv.at

11 17 – 22 September 2012
Leoben, Austria 
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Overall costs estimate for 
the congress, ‘raw materials 
are the future’

We are looking for sponsors to fi-
nance the costs of preparing and 
holding the congress with German 
and English simultaneous transla-
tion and the supporting programme.
 
Financing

The Austrian Federal Economic 
Chamber’s Associations of the Aus-
trian Mining and Steel Industry, the 
Building Materials and Ceramic 
Industries as well as the Austrian 
Petroleum  Industry and the Fed-
eral Guild of Construction Services 
(Bauhilfsgewerbe) guarantee to fi-
nance the event in the frame of their 
respective commitment. Financing is 
effected through the organisers’ own 
resources as well as sponsoring, 
subsidies and conference fees.  
 

Sponsoring 

We have prepared special sponsor 
packages for a diamond-sponsor 
(main sponsor) as well as for plati-
num-, gold- and silver sponsors. 
The main sponsor and the platinum 
sponsors are guaranteed exclusiv-
ity in their sectors. Besides the 
diamond sponsor, we plan to have 
5 platinum-, 10 gold- and 18 silver-
sponsors.  The corresponding spon-
soring packages include advertising 
material for the web, TV and print 
media in addition to special printed 
material and product placement. 

Media Partners

For the effective implementation of 
PR and communication goals, we 
are planning to cooperate with the 
ORF (Austrian Broadcasting Centre) 
and leading Austrian print media. 

Financing,  
Sponsoring & Media

17 – 22 September 2012
Leoben, Austria 
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Politics 

Representatives of the European 
Union, the Republic of Austria, the 
province of Styria, the municipality of 
Leoben and the regional administra-
tive bodies. 

Economy 

Top management, executives, em-
ployees from companies operating 
in the mineral raw materials sector 
and their suppliers in Middle Eu-
rope, the Austrian Federal Economic 
Chamber member companies, the 
associations of the Austrian Min-
ing and Steel Industry, the Building 
Materials and Ceramic Industries, 
the Austrian Petroleum Industry, the 
Federal Guild of Construction Serv-
ices (Bauhilfsgewerbe), the Minerals 
Forum Austria as well as the Fed-
eration of Austrian Industries. 

Science

University professors, lecturers 
and assistant lecturers, alumni as 
well as students and scientific staff 
of  the University of Leoben (depart-
ments for ‘mineral resources und 
petroleum engineering’, for ‘applied 
geosciences and geophysics’ and 
‘metallurgy’), the Materials Cluster 
Leoben, the Technical University Vi-
enna, University of Vienna as well as 
further Austrian and Middle-Euro-
pean universities, polytechnical col-
leges, the Mining- und Metallurgical 
College Leoben, colleges of higher 
education and the Austrian Academy 
of Sciences, geologic services. 

Administration

Federal Ministry of Economy, Family 
and Youth, department for energy 
and mining, Federal Ministry of La-
bour, Social Affairs and Consumer 
Protection, department for labour 
law and central labour inspection, 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry, Environment and Water 
Management, Federal Geological 
Agency, Insurance Agency for Rail-
ways and Mining,  General Accident 
Insurance Agency.  

Target Groups,  
Exhibitors & Participants 



Society

Special interest groups, NGOs and 
other interested persons. 

European and international 
industrial agencies

eUroMIneS (European Association 
of Mining Industries) 
IMA (Industrial Minerals Association) 
UePg (European Aggregates  
Association) 
eUroPIa (European Petroleum  
Industry Association) 
ogP (International Association of Oil 
and Gas Producers) 
CeMBUreaU (European Cement As-
sociation) 
CeraMe-UnIe (European Ceramics 
Industries) 
eUroFer (European Confederation 
of Iron and Steel Industries) 
eUroMetaUX (European Associa-
tion of Metals) 
eUrogYPSUM (European Gypsum 
Industry) 
CePMC (Council of European Pro-
ducers of Materials for Construction)
euLa (European Lime Association) 
eMCeF (European Mine, Chemical 
and Energy Workers’ Federation) 
CCa (European Calcium Carbonate 
Association)
eBa (European Borates Association) 
eUrotaLC (Scientific Association of 
the European Talc Industry) 
eMF (European Minerals Foundation) 
ItIa (International Tungsten Industry  
Association) 

and many others.

Montane-related  
associations

Members of the Austrian Mining As-
sociation, Association of Austrian 
blasting experts, Montanhistorischer 
Verein Austria, Austrian Society for 
petroleum sciences, the Austrian 
Society for Metallurgy and Materi-
als, Society of alumni and friends 
of the University of Leoben, Society 
of metallurgy students, Society of 
mining students in Leoben, Society 
of petroleum students, Association 
Steirische Eisenstraße, umbrella 
organisation of the Austrian Berg-, 
Hütten- und Knappenverbände (min-
ing, miners’ and metallurgy associa-
tions) and others. 

Target Groups,  
Exhibitors & Participants

17 – 22 September 2012
Leoben, Austria 
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The Austrian mineral raw materi-
als economy extends from the 
extraction of raw materials from 
the earth’s crust to understanding 
modern society’s needs while at the 
same time ensuring the responsible 
handling of limited resources. 

The aim of the congress’ public rela-
tions work is to show the economic 
significance of the mineral raw ma-
terials economy as an essential and 
modern economic sector. The min-
eral raw materials economy stands 
at the beginning of the value creation 
chain and therefore forms the basis 
for numerous, indispensable prod-
ucts that we cannot imagine doing 
without in our daily lives.

Goals

The congress ‘raw materials are the 
future’ has two main objectives: public 
relations and communications to sharp-
en awareness in society as a whole and 
generate scientific, political and eco-
nomic dialogue at the mineral raw mate-
rials congress. 
 

15 17 – 22 September 2012
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Contact: 
Association of the Austrian Mining  
and Steel Industry 
Austrian Federal Economic Chamber 
Wiedner Hauptstraße 63
1045 Vienna, Austria 
Tel.: +43 (0) 5 90 900 3310
E-Mail: office@bergbaustahl.at

Association of the Building  
Materials and Ceramic Industries 
Austrian Federal Economic Chamber
Wiedner Hauptstraße 63
1045 Vienna, Austria 
Tel.: +43 (0) 5 90 900 3531
E-Mail: steine@wko.at

www.rohstoffesindzukunft.at

Publisher and responsible for the 
contents: 
Association of the Austrian Mining and Steel 
Industry, Association of the Building Materi-
als and Ceramic Industries, Association of the 
Austrian Petroleum Industry and the Federal 
Guild of Construction Services (Bauhilfsgew-
erbe) in the Austrian Federal Economic Cham-
ber, University of Leoben, Austrian  
Mining Association 

Concept and idea: 
DI Franz Friesenbichler 

Photos: voestalpine AG, Asamer Holding AG, 
RHI AG, Salinen Austria AG, RAG, VA Erzberg 
GmbH 

All rights of use are with the above named 
companies. Every individual usage and publi-
cation requires a renewed agreement. 
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The Austrian mineral raw materials economy 
extends from the extraction of raw materials 
from the earth’s crust to understanding mod-
ern society’s needs while at the same time 
ensuring the responsible handling of limited 
resources. 

The aim of the congress’ public relations work 
is to show the economic significance of the 
mineral raw materials economy as an essen-
tial and modern economic sector. The mineral 
raw materials economy stands at the begin-
ning of the value creation chain and therefore 
forms the basis for numerous, indispensable 
products that we cannot imagine doing without 
in our daily lives.
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als congress.

www.rohstoffesindzukunft.at

Leobener 
Bergmannstag
2012

Raw Materials 
are the Future


